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Working Together in Unity
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For a couple years our mostly Navajo
member mission church, Kirtland Hope
Evangelical, has been trying to help with
much needed home repairs for Elsie, a
senior in our congregation whose house
was in serious disrepair. 

We’ve also had help from several
Evangelical Church Faith Adventure
Teams who traveled to New Mexico to
work with us. Projects have included
roofing, windows, doors, painting,
patching, wall & roof construction,
plumbing, wiring, and insulating. We had
made progress,but at the beginning of
this summer we were facing the next big
task: to finish the ceiling insulation and
install drywall throughout the interior. We
just did not have the estimated $1000 or
the manpower in our little congregation
to accomplish these next major tasks.
               

Then God moved and provided in an unexpected way! A local missionary friend,
Jason, who serves with the Brethren In Christ Church, told me about a Brethren In
Christ missions team from Pennsylvania that wanted to come to New Mexico. They
needed a place to lodge and make meals. Our facilities were available and we were
glad to help them. They were also looking for a hands-on project that would directly
help a Navajo person or family. Elsie’s house was just the thing! They loved the idea
and agreed to underwrite the entire dry walling cost. They even brought many of their



own tools and gifted us with some of them when they left.
             
The Martinsburg, PA, Brethren In Christ Church was a team of 14 adults and
teens. They dedicated 4 days of work in the last week of June and completed the
ceiling insulation and almost all the drywall sheeting in the house: living room,
kitchen, bathroom, hall, 2 bedrooms, and 2 closets. We even got the taping and
mudding done in several rooms and left materials for Elsie's family to complete the
work. 

You should have seen the joy on Elsie’s face and heard the thankfulness and
gratitude in her voice as she praised God at church!

Elsie and another church lady, Melissa, also taught the group how to make Navajo fry
bread and we all enjoyed a delicious Navajo Taco meal together that night.
               
We didn’t know these “strangers” from far away, but they became our friends. We
didn’t know how we could accomplish the task, but God knew and He provided. We
felt inadequate, but we came together across denominational, church, geographical,
and cultural lines to work in unity. And just look what happened! 

Praising the Lord . . . Together!
David and Carol Kochendorfer



We have projects like this one available for missions teams to come and help us
with. For more information on sending a team to New Mexico, please contact the

ECM Office at office@ecmissions.org.

Your donation helps the Kochendorfer's as they minister, disciple, mentor and
develop leaders in this Navajo community.

To make a donation, please click here
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